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defense, for retaining this person on Government pay          his

offense were flimsy in the extreme.    The fact          he         so

retained until President Boose veil's accession,  when he
peremptorily dropped, gave ample pretext to many writers for
the suspicion widely entertained that Mr. Long himself was in
sympathy with the sentiments as published in the libelous
of this so-called history.   However this may be, the writer has
no knowledge, but the retention of this employee, who had sought
to inject into history what was in reality only a scurrilous para-
phrase of the gossip of envious partisans, was a wrong that
ought to have been righted at once by a fair judge.

Up to this time the controversy had grown in bitterness from
day to day, and it was promoted by irresponsible and cowardly
innuendo, which the writer could not with dignity or self-respect
notice any more than a Royal Dane could heed the snarls of
the little cur at his heels. Though convinced that history in
its truest sense is never written except by those who bring to
the task a nicety of judicial fairness, a refinement of judgment^
which eliminates hearsay, a fairness which expels prejudice and
discounts falsehood, malice or envy, it was deemed proper now
to appeal to the secretary. Not that a court of inquiry was
necessary, or that any scrutiny of official conduct during the
operations leading up to the destruction of Cervera's fleet was
necessary, as these had culminated in so much honor for the
nation, but rather as an appeal to the protection of the secre-
tary against the low flings of an employee under the department.
With this in view, the letter which follows was addressed to Mr.
Long:

GBEAT NECK, LO^G ISLAND, 1ST. Y., July 22, 1901.

Snt: Within tlie past few days a series of press comments have been
sent to me from various parts of the country of a book entitled t(The His-
tory of the Navy," written by one Edgar Stanton Maclay. From these
reviews it appears that this edition is the third volume of the said history,
extended to include the late war with Spain, which the two first volumes
did not contain and were in use as text-books at the Naval Academy.

I. From excerpts quoted in some reviews, in which the page and
paragraph are given, there is such perversion of facts, misconstruction of
intention, such intemperate abuse and defamation of myself as subject
Mr. Maelay to action in civil law. While I admit the right of fair criti-
cism of every public officer, I must protest against the low flings andme forty odd wounds from the enemy's projectiles. We lost
